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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

COMMENDING KERRY W. KIRCHER

HON. PAUL D. RYAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 18, 2016

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
Democratic Leader NANCY PELOSI and | rise
today to commend Kerry W. Kircher for his
service and dedication to the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mr. Kircher is retiring as House Counsel,
after serving more than two decades in the Of-
fice of General Counsel. Mr. Kircher first
served as an Assistant General Counsel, then
as Deputy General Counsel, and finally—over
the last five years—as the General Counsel.
Throughout his time, Kerry served five Speak-
ers of the House, including each of us. During
his service, Kerry zealously defended the
rights and prerogatives of this institution and
for this we are grateful.

We wish Kerry well in his future endeavors
and thank him for his service to the U.S.
House of Representatives.

————

COMPREHENSIVE OPIOID ABUSE
REDUCTION ACT OF 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5046) to amend
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets
Act of 1968 to authorize the Attorney Gen-
eral to make grants to assist State and local
governments in addressing the national epi-
demic of opioid abuse, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Chair, | rise today in
support of H.R. 5046, the Comprehensive
Opioid Abuse Reduction Act.

Addiction affects people from all walks of
life. It is not confined to people of certain
races, classes, and ages. Its broad reach is
perhaps what makes it so terrifying.

Prescription drug abuse and alarming in-
creases in heroin abuse have gripped our
country and it is past time for it to grip the at-
tention of the Congress.

| was proud to vote for many great bills this
week to improve the prevention and treatment
of substance abuse, particularly opioid abuse.

While all of these bills, including the one be-
fore us today, address many aspects of this
complex issue, we need to be honest and
admit that in order to truly address this prob-
lem, we have to invest funding in it.

There are already many programs in place
that are successful in preventing and treating
substance abuse, but they are underfunded.
We need to change that.

As we embark on the Fiscal Year 2017 ap-
propriations process, | urge my colleagues to
keep this mind.

Substance abuse destroys families, friend-
ships, our communities, and virtually every-
thing else in its path. The time to act is now.

—————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017

SPEECH OF

HON. C. A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 17, 2016

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4909) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2017 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes:

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Chair, | rise in
support of the provision contained in the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 to upgrade the U.S. Cyber Com-
mand to a unified combatant command.

The United States Cyber Command, which
is located in my district at Fort Meade, Mary-
land, has been tasked with one of the greatest
challenges of our times. Every day, its cyber
warriors are protecting us from our enemies
plotting to compromise our military networks
and critical infrastructure. Recently, they were
given their first wartime assignment in the fight
against ISIS.

The demand for cyber warfare capabilities
has been so high that CYBERCOM teams that
are not even officially operational yet are con-
tributing to the mission, according to its chief,
Admiral Mike Rogers. That need is only going
to increase and we must give it the power and
resources it needs to better protect our coun-
try.

Elevating CYBERCOM as a Unified Com-
batant Command recognizes the fact that
cyberspace is the battlefield of the 21st Cen-
tury. Warfare is not just on land, at sea, or in
the skies and space—but in cyberspace. Just
as our special operations command is able to
quickly and deftly perform some of our tough-
est covert missions, it only makes sense to
have a command that can respond nimbly to
cyber threats and organize our offensive and
defensive efforts.

| agree wholeheartedly with Admiral Rogers,
who has said this designation would allow his
Command to be faster with better mission out-
comes. We must not forget that the other half
of his responsibility, the National Security
Agency, already enjoys an excellent and es-
sential working relationship with CYBERCOM.
We must ensure that any reorganization
strengthens this relationship.

| am proud to represent both agencies in
Congress and am confident Maryland and the
Second District is amply prepared to assist
with the infrastructure needs that accompany
any growth.

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017

SPEECH OF

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 17, 2016

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4909) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2017 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes:

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chair, | ask that
the following exchange of letters be submitted
on H.R. 4909:

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, 29 April 2016.
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write concerning
H.R. 4909, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2017. That bill, as or-
dered reported, contains provisions within
the Rule X jurisdiction of the Natural Re-
sources Committee, including those affecting
public lands, the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration Corps, the Endan-
gered Species Act, and historic preservation.

In the interest of permitting you to pro-
ceed expeditiously to floor consideration of
this very important bill, I waive this com-
mittee’s right to a sequential referral. I do
so with the understanding that the Natural
Resources Committee does not waive any fu-
ture jurisdictional claim over the subject
matter contained in the bill which fall with-
in its Rule X jurisdiction. I also request that
you urge the Speaker to name members of
the Natural Resources committee to any
conference committee to consider such pro-
visions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 4909 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you and your
staff have worked regarding this matter and
others between our respective committees,

and congratulations on this significant
achievement.
Sincerely,
ROB BISHOP,
Chairman.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 3, 2016.

Hon. ROB BISHOP,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 4909, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017.
I agree that the Committee on Natural Re-
sources has valid jurisdictional claims to
certain provisions in this important legisla-
tion, and I am most appreciative of your de-
cision not to request a referral in the inter-
est of expediting consideration of the bill. I
agree that by foregoing a sequential referral,
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